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Commissioner for Patents 
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X Transmitted herewith is an Amendment in the above-identified Application. 



X No additional fee is required, as shown below: 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with 
this communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 23-0280. A duplicate copy 
of this sheet is attached. 

X Any filing fees under 37 C.F.R. 1.16 for the presentation of extra Claims. 

X Any patent application processing fees under 37 C.F.R. 1.17. 



Express Mail Label No. EV293496608US 
Date of Deposit: June 12, 2003 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to: Mail Stop NON-FEE AMENDMENT, Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: June 12, 2003 




31 1 S. Wacker Drive, 53rd Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6622 
312.554.3300 
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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed March 14, 2003, Applicants submit the following 
remarks. In the Office Action, a shortened statutory period to respond was set for three (3) 
months from the date of mailing, making this Reply due June 14, 2003. Therefore, this Reply is 
considered timely filed. Reconsideration of the referenced application, including all pending 
claims, is respectfully requested in light of the remarks set forth below. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1, 3, 8-13, 18-21, 24 and 26-37 are pending in the present application. Claims 1, 
8-11, 12, 18-21, 24, 26, 29, 30 and 33-36 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) as being 
anticipated by, or in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious over U.S. Patent 
No. 6,024,089 to Wallace et al. (" Wallace ") in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,639,881 to Zingher 
(" Zingher "). Claims 3, 13, 27, 28, 31 and 32 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Wallace and Zingher in view of U.S. Pat. No. 5,885,245 to Lynch et al. 
(" Lynch "). Applicants respectfully traverse these rejections. 



